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edges on 
It is gratifying that the Bpartment 

of Energy has rejected a cons~ltant's 
plan to use the former Lake O~ltario 
Ordnance Flirorks site in Leuiston as a 
p m a n e n t  regional repository for nu- 
clear wastes &om New York and 
other northeastem states. 

This welcome move would be more 
masswing, however, if it did not cain- 
side with disturbing indications that 
some officials of the same department 
have second thoughts about fulfilling 
major features of the federal commit- 
ment f.sr permanent scllidification of 
nuclear wastes a t  West Valley. 

In the face of this deveIopment, 
officials in Niagara County and other 
opponents of the plan for enlarging 
the waste repository a t  Lewiston can 
be excused for pa rd ing  their opti- 
mism about statements disavowing 
that proje t .  

In. a letter to Rep. John J. LaFalce, 
DTom of Tonawanda, Franltlin E. 
CoEfman, acting director of DOE'$ of- 
fice of nuclear energy, advised that 
Be@htel National fnc., project man- 
ager a t  the site, has been told to halt 
shtdy of its use as a regional disposal 
site. 

In lodging protests against the  
Bechtel plan, Rep. LaFalce and Sens. 
ALfonse D'Amato and Daniel Moyni- 
han reminded energy officials that the 
storage plan was in itself a "dramatic 
departure" from the plans put for- 
ward last year by the department to 
deeonbminate and decommission the 
buriston site. 

As the  legislators pointed out,  
Western New York - as the location 
of the state's only two licensed haz- 
ardous waste disposal sites, the West 

Valley f)F?monstration m'ojwt and  
eight former Mafiattan Engineer Ms- I trice Atomic Energy Comm&ion sites , 
- already bears "more than its lair 
share of the srate and the mtion's 
haurdaus and radioactive w=&-man- 
agement burden." 

Ir, the ease of West Vafley, aOE In- 
spector Gcneral James R. Richards 
has wvived fears that the b a g a n  
administration may be backing away 
f rom the  C a r t e r  administration's 
agreement with New York State for 
federally sponsored cleanup of the 
high-level waste left a t  the former nu- 
clear rcprwessing center. 

Under the law enacted by Cort- 
gress, Lhe federal government was to 
pay 94 percent and the state 10 per- 
cent far the cost of solidifying the 
waste and decontaminating the plant 
facility. Mr. Richards' report said 
that money could be faved by scaling 
down the demonstration. That wwld 
invo!v~ interim conversion of the Uq- 
uid wastes to a form of sludge in 
place of prmanent  solidificatioo and 
a. bypassing of the legal ~tquirement 
under the accord for decommtssioning 
the plant. 

One DOE spokesman has said that 
the gor~ernment will abide by its corn- 
mitmenB regarding West Valley. But 
in the absence of any official rebuttal, 
it is wosrisome that matters that 
everyone thought wert? settled have 
k e n  raised again. 

There should be no question a b u t  
any undermining of Washington's 
good-faith agreement, and e a n c e m  
about West Valley can k t  be re- 
moved by an unequivocal disavowal 
of the B6T)E report. 
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